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Non. a6: | 
For I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, —— 


RUE Conrage and Reſolution, 
however ſeconded by a happy Co- 
| incidence of natural Temper and 
Conſtitution, hath always its prin- 
cipal Support in the Dignity of the Object to 
which it is engaged. Vanity and Ambition, 
tho frequently attended with Strong Impreſ- 
bons, will in the Iſſue of things, from a cri- 
minal Tendency in the Uſe of theſe and ſuch 
Ike Motives, be found to fail of that ſucceſ- 
ful Application, which otherwiſe the great- 
gels of the Undertaking might ſeem to me- 
t: Much rather, will Infamy, Diſgrace and 
Vilappointment be conſequent to the Purſuit 
i an Unjuſtifiable Cauſe, however daring in 
8 Views, however reſolute in its Purpoſes. 
To ſtand inſenſible to the Reproach of 
eil and Deſerved Diſcountenance, is no 
der than downright Impudence: On the 
| * other 


lity, hath been more indebted for its Impron 
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other hand, to be ſtartled at every Appearance 


of Difficulty, ſo as to ſuffer ourſelves to be f 
diverted from a Laudable Purſuit, by ground. 
leſs Apprehenſions of Infamy, is a Criminal n 
and Treacherous Baſhfulneſs. This is an Ob- g 
ſervation of general Uſe, in all Conditions of 
Life; And if applied to a Religious Conf p. 
deration, will be found to be of the laſt Im- pl 
portance: And the more ſo, as Religion, tho 
in itſelf the moſt excellent Object of the Re. U 
gard of a Rational Creature, is ſo frequent. A 

ly liable to be baffled and diſcountenanced, i cu 
by the overflowing of Iniquity, in a moſt Im- the 
pious and degenerate Age. _ | 
The Chriſtian Religion in particular, is motif: 
highly intereſted in the Point before us. Ne ve 
Attempts having been omitted to expoſe thy but 
Profeſſion of it to Scorn and Ridicule, J ner 
corrupting its Records, and MiſrepreſentingJ*" 
its Doctrines; and by laying every Artful Suat de 
that may affect the Reputation, and caſt a bk le y 
miſh upon the Underſtanding of a Serious be 1 


lever. And in fact, the Progreſs of Infd: 


ment, to the Artifice of Scoffers and Deride 
than to any Conqueſts it hath to boaſt « 
over the ſober Reaſon of Mankind. 
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Jo obviate this pernicious Terror, Con- 
ſancy and Courage are adopted into the Chri- 
tan Morals, The Native Modeſty and Hu- 
nility of the Goſpel are protected and invi- 
gorated by a Divine Zeal, grounded upon the 
Excellency of Chriſtian Knowledge, and ſup- 
ported by other Inſtruments of Defence, com- 
pleatly furniſh'd from the Armory of God. 
This is that Chriſtian Confidence, which 
the Apoſtle here boaſts himſelf poſſeſs'd of. 
And it was at this time more peculiarly in- 
cumbent on him, to exert his Character to 
he utmoſt, when his Miniſtry was to be em- 
W ployed in the Converſion of the Romans, 
then the moſt haughty and vain-glorious, as 
vell as the moſt powerful Nation in the World. 
But as He had entertain'd ſome Encourage- 
nent to hope, that He ſhould have ſome Fruit 
among Them alſo, even as among other Gentiles, 
tle calls forth all his Reſolution for the Work 
le was engaged in, profeſſes the general Ob- 
Igation of his Apoſtleſhip for the Inſtruction | 
both of Greeks and Barbarians, both of the 
ſe, and the Unwiſe, and declares his Rea- 
Wneſe, as much as in Him is, to preach the 
biſpel to them that are at Rome alſo. For, 
as J am not aſhamed of the Goſpel f 
"Wile. | 


And 
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And what is thus eminently obſeryable in 
the Apoſtles behaviour on this: occaſion, be. 
comes in Caſes of the like kind, a general 
Duty of the ſame Nature, in every Sincere | 
_ Profeſſor of the ſame Religion. We are no: Ml 
Apoſtles; nor ate We all Teachers of the Go- | , 

ſpel: But we are all Chriſtians; and as Such, 


are liable to the Oppoſition of Science falſiy ſo g 
called, and to the Cunning Craftineſs of Men, a 
whereby they: lie in wait to deceive us with ths , 
ticing words, to ſubvert the Conſtancy of our e 
Faith; as Such, are therefore to reverence ll 
our Holy Profeſſion, to guard it with the ſame BY pr 
Religious Confidence, to exert the Powers Wil 
which God hath given us for its Defence, and Wil i 
to convince the Gainſayers, that We are not Wl jc; 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt. if 
I ſhall purſue theſe Reflections, in the | 
following Diſcourſe, into the moſt material Wn, 
Grounds, and juſt Foundation there is ior Wc), 
this Religions Confidence; And the propet duc 
Manner of Exerting the Influence of it: vit 
an Application to the Preachers in particulat Mori 
and in general, to every Profeſſor of the G0: 


ſpel of Chriſt. „ 3D. EY 
And 1ſt. As to the true Grounds of a Chi 
ſtian's Confidence, in aſſerting the Cauſe 0 
the Goſpel: Tho' the Efficiency of it ou, 
wit 


171 

with all Humility, to be reſolved into the Di- 
rection of a Superior Power; As it is 2 by the 
Spirit of God, that We are frengthned with 
Might in the Inner Man, and are firmly Þ root. 
ed and grounded in the Love of Chriſt: And 
3, if We have any Hopes of c holding faſt the 
firm of ſound Words, which We have heard, and 
of keeping that Good Thing, which hath been 
Committed to Us, We can' attain it only, by 
the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, which dwell- 
eth in Vs; Yet, as the Power of God is pleaſ- 
ed to communicate its Influence, in the more 
dear and certain Method of Inſtrumental Im- 
preflions, We may in the Goſpel itſelf diſ. 
cover ſufficient Motives, whereon to eftabliſh 
ts own Security, againſt the Levity of a Wa- 
fering Diſpoſition, and the Kere Diſputings 
7 Men of corrupt Minds. 

What will principally occur to us, as the 
moſt obvious and infallible: Refuge of every 
hriſtian, under the Temptation of being ſe- 
duced from the ſteadfaſtneſs of his Faith, are 
the Authority of the Goſpel, and the Bificacy 
of its Doctrines. From a due Regard to which, 
Re vill learn to deſpiſe external Terrors, and 
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approve himſelf a Workman that needeth nt 
to be aſhamed. 

By the a of the Goſpel, I mean, 
that Divine Commiſſion, on which it reſted 
originally in the Perſon of our Saviour, and 
from whence it was tranſmitted to the Cufty. 
dy of his Apoſtles. For that our Saviour en. 
ter'd upon his Miniſtry, under Colour of thi 
Commiſſion, and that the Apoſtles undertook 
their ſucceeding Charge, by Virtue of the ſame 
Preſumption, is what will readily be allowed 
But, as God is the only true Object of Re. 
ligion, ſo every particular Profeſſion of Rel. 
gion lays Claim to God, for the Immediat 
Author of it: Men being naturally conſcious 
that nothing leſs than a Divine Authority cali | 
be ſufficient to ratify the regulation of 5 
vine Obedience. Sa that whether the Chin. 
be juſtly grounded, is to be determin'd 0 
other Rules, than the aſſurance of bare Aﬀer 
tions. 

Subſervient then to this epo is thut 
conſtant Series of Miraculous Operations 
which attended the Preaching of the Golf 
of our Salvation: not merely, as As of 
nevolence and Compaſſt zon to the Infirmities 
Mankind, (tho' in this light, not the leſs l. 


raculous, for that they are beneficent) _ 
0 
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convincing Evidences of the Hand of God. 
For if God can ever interpoſe in this Man- 
ner, how unreaſonable is it to queſtion his In- 
| terpoſition, where ſo many various Inſtances 
of it are recorded, ſubjected to the Examina- 
tion of every curious, and unprejudiced Enqui- 
ter, and if diſcover d to be Spurious, mani- 
feſtly deſtructive of the End they were pro- 
pos d to ſerve? And unleſs Omnipotence be 
ne i a limited Attribute of the Divine Nature, or 
the Dignity of the Supreme Being were to 
buffer any Diminution by ſuch a Regard, what 
reaſon can there be to diſtruſt ſo Authentic 
an Evidence, ſo expreſs a Teſtimony of the 
WDivine Concurrence 2 5: 

ln a more particular manner, We have the 
ot ſignal Evidence of a Divine Approba- 
tion, in the Reſurrection of our Saviour Chriſt. 
in Event that could confeſſedly be effected 
no other Power, but that of God; and yet 
lat it was effected, is confirmed by every Evi- 
lence that Facts are capable of receiving, and 
therefore an undeniable Atteſtation of our 
ich. This fingle Article alone, is a ſuffi- 
ent Foundation for the Belief of all the reſt, 
hoever hath embraced this, hath ſurmount- 
| every Difficulty at once. He profeſſeth 
iritianity, becauſe God hath thus eminent- 
. ly 


[ 10 ] 
ly authoriſed it, in the Perſon of our Saviour, 
whom He hath a declared to be the Som of Gol | | 
with Power, by the Reſurrettion from the Dead, MW" 

The viſible Completion of ancient Pro. MW 
phecies, is a farther, and an irrefragable In. Ml « 
ſtance of this Truth; ſo peculiarly the Wok Mt” 
of God, whoſe Property alone it is to inſpet MI! 
the boſom of Futurity, and to call forth in I 
their appointed time the things which He Ne 
hath decreed ſhall be hereafter. The Chara. MW” 
cter of that Divine Perſon, the Author of 
our Salvation, is in every Circumſtance cor. la 
_ reſpondent to the Prophecies which went be. El 
fore of Him; in whatever is obſervable of e 

his Conception and Birth, of his Life and Do- 
ctrine, of his Sufferings and Death; in the 
deſign of his Miſſion; in the preciſe Seaſon of 
his Appearance ; in the Progreſs and Succels 
of his Preaching. Nay, the Spirit of Prophe- 
cy reſiding in Himſelf, what was it leſs that 
the Seal of his Divine Commiſſion, in many 
- inſtances diſcovering: him to have been 
Teacher ſent from God: ? 
Wherever the Authority of the Goſpel che 
is thus firmly rooted, can there be any roo 
left, under this; Perſwaſion, for the timoroũ 
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a Rom. 1. 14. 
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Tar 7 
Suggeſtions of an abject Indolence? Can a 
Man believe the Goſpel, and yet not think 
it worth contending for: > Will not Convi- 
ction inſpire him with Courage, and invigo- 
rate every Faculty for the Defence of his 
Profeflion > Will He not, in the Prophetical 
Language, a ſet his face like a Flint, and be 
even hardned againſt the Impreſſions of Shame 
and Corfuſion 2 

The ſame Event may likewiſe very natu- 
ally be expected to ſpring from an obvious 
Efficacy in the Chriſtian Doctrines. In ge- 


be- 

F neral, How undaunted is the Power of In- 
Do. vcence and Integrity of Life? As free from 
* external Apprehenſions, as it is from internal 


Cult. The Heart is embolden d by every In- 
creaſe of Virtue; till at length, the only true 
reatneſs of Mind is compleatly formed, up- 
on the moſt noble and ſubſtantial Principles. 
nd here the Goſpel of our Salvation ope- 
ates in the moſt lively manner; the Advance- 
ent of Moral Goodneſs being the final Pur- 
ole of its Precepts, by ſuch exalted Improve- 
ſents, by ſuch powerful Aſſiſtance, by ſuch 
Gent and expreſſive Sanctions, and ſuch 
ng Aſſurances of Acceptance with God, 


4 Iſai, 50. 7. 


as. 
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as ſecures it from the Violence of Storms and 
Tempeſts, by fixing its Foundation upon a Rath 
that cannot be ſhaken, e 
In the ſame Light We may view, in par. 
ticular, that powerful Intercourſe betwixt 


Earth and Heaven, which every Chriſtian is 
 priviledg'd to partake of, in the conſtant Ex i 
erciſes of Devotion to his Maker. For Prayer, ii 
tho a Natural Duty, muſt be allowed to be MC 
more ſtrongly animated by the Spirit of the MT 
Goſpel, and the Revelation of a prevyailin Wt 
Interceſſor at the Throne of Grace, Every lic 


Devout Look towards Heaven, 1s an Inſtance 
of Confidence in the Supreme Being, and in. 
plies the Aſſurance of an Intereſt engaged in 
our behalf. For which Reaſon, We are en- 
couraged to approach the Majeſty of God with 
Boldneſs, and to aſſure our Hearts before Hin 
By the frequent Returns of this Duty, tix 
Chriſtian is formed and trained up to Cow 
rage; He who can ſtand before God, and i 
thus inured to addreſs the moſt High, is ti 
lefs diſpoſed to ſtart at the Frowns of his Fell 
low- Creatures, whenever the Imperious Dl 
Rates of Men like himſelf are brought ini 
Competition with the Laws of that God, who 
He adores. 


In that moſt ſolemn Act of Religious 4 
doratidt 
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doration, the Commemorative Sacrifice of the 
Euchariſt, Every worthy Partaker experiences 
a farther Confirmation of his Faith ; thoſe 
lively Repreſentations, intended to em the 
| Lord's Death till He come, being the ſtrongeſt 
| Incitements to Conſtancy and Perſeverance, 
in the ſtrengthning and refreſhins of our Soul-, 
% be moſt powerful Influence and intimate 
Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
The frequent Celebration of theſe Divine My- 
lteries, in the Age of Primitive and Apoſto- 
ical Chriſtianity, was doubtleſs a mighty In- 
centiye to the Glory of Suffering for the Cauſe 
pi Chriſt: And the too viſible Defection from 
the ſame Cauſe, may be as certainly attri- 
ted to a contemptuous Neglect of, or an 
eded Indifference towards this Holy Inſti- 
tion, While the Merits and Sufferings of 
ie Son of God are exhibited as preſent to 
he Eye of Faith, attended with an active 
pit of Devotion, and enliven d by an in- 
is Ut Proſpect of Aſſiſtance from above, What 
is Fe alamities, What Reproaches and Per ſecutions, 
us Dig” the Name of Chriſt, can put on that Ap- 
t 1n(0itance of Terror, as to deface theſe dura- 
who Impreſſions, and to draw back the Soul, 


& ſuch Advances, into a State of endleſs 
dition; ; 


Jus A 
1ratld! 
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We may ftill greatly enlarge the Founda. 
tion of our Confidence, by a Proſpect of 7: 
great Recompence of Reward. That Happineſ 
perſwades with an alluring Eloquence, is no 
uncommon Diſcovery. Every Purſuit in hu— 
man Life ſupplies us with an Inſtance of it, 
tho' frequently diſguiſed under falſe Appear: 
ances. But the Belief of the Goſpel carries 
us into the Belief of the moſt certain Eyi- 
dences of a real and. ſubſtantial Happineſs: 
Such a Belief, as forms itſelf upon the Vers. 
City of God; upon eternal Equity, and eter 
nal Beneficence : Such Happineſs, as is com- 
pletely correſpondent with the Deſires of: 
Rational Soul, and can as completely ſatis 
for the Labour of aſpiring after it. If Obe. 
dience had been inconſiſtent with the Hopes 
of a Recompence, the One had never beet 
propoſed as a Motive to the Other. But tit 
Creator hath determined to treat with Cres 
ted Beings, in a manner ſuitable to the pri 
ciples of their Original Formation: And tl 
Examples of Holy Men, who thro Faith at 
Patience have inherited the Promiſes, will fat 
ficiently juſtify their Reſpect to them, a8 4 
approved Principle of Obedience. Will 4 
Chriſtian then, whoſe whole Affections t 
center'd in his future Glory, be in an) Cat 
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ger of ſhrinking under Difficulties and Diſ- 
couragements? Can any Trials of his Faith 
affect his Conſtancy, while He looks up ſted- 
faſtly into Heaven, and there beholds the Glo- 
ries prepared for the Reward of it? Will He 
not rather, upon every occaſion, reſolve to 
a hold faſt his Confidence, in conjunction with 
| the Rjoicing of his Hope, firm unto the Ende 
revolving frequently thoſe ſayings of his Ma- 
(ter, Þ Whoſoever ſhall Confeſs Me before Men, 
Him will I alſo Confeſs before my Father which 
ps in Heaven. And, < Whoſoever ſhall be aſham- 
dof Me, and of my Words, — of Him alſo ſhall 
he Son of Man be aſhamed, when He cometh in 
thre Glory of his Father, with the Holy Angels. 
Thus then I have touched upon the moſt 
aterial Grounds, of a Chriſtian's undaunted 
nfidence in the Profeſſion of the Goſpel. I 
tall now proceed, 2dly, to ſome other Refle- 
Kons, on the proper Manner of exerting 
be Influence of it. For the not being aſham- 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, will imply ſomething 
ore, than a mere Paſſive Diſpoſition, It 
Ties with it an intimate Relation to emi- 
Fat and remarkable Vertues, the peculiar 
xXrcaſe and Demonſtration of its Activity. 
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If a Chriſtian hath not the Courage to g 
his Light ſhine before Men, in a Perſonal EI. 
ample of that Profeſſion He would be under. 
ſtood to have entered into, He neither con. 
ſulrs the Dignity of his Profeſſion, nor the 
Glory of bu Father which u in Heaven, Trae 
and fincere Religion is of a Temper open and 
unreſerved. It is no Infringement of Mode. 
ſty, to aſpire at being known for the Diſc 
ples of Chriſt. He who preſles forward into 
the foremoſt Rank, ſhews that He is fired with 
a laudable Ambition. Courage is Communi 
cative, and draws Multitudes by its Authori 
ty. A lively Pattern of Good Works is a bun. 
ing and ſhining Light; dazzling with Contu 

ſion againſt the Countenance of the Adyetls 
ry, but animating and glorious in the Eye 
of all, who are diſpoſed to rejoice in it. Tis 
Terror indeed of being diſtinguiſh'd is it 
_ quently too prevalent in languid and indolent 
Complexions; in others, thro a falſe Exc 
of Modeſty : But this is what renders it {it 
proper Exerciſe of Religious Confidence, 
get the Superiority of thoſe ſtartling Tet! 
by regulating the Biaſs of Corrupted Nat 
that We may ſhine forth as Lights in the Wark 
intrepid Examples of what we believe and ft 


ctiſe. Nor can any Station exempt 4 4 
| | | roll 
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fom being thus Exemplary in Goodneſs ; as 
the more exalted will ſupply the moſt favour- 
able and ſucceſsful Opportunities; as the in- 
ferior can never be defeCtive ; in many In- 
ſtances, acting with the more Advantage, as 
les ſuſpected of influencing by Power and 
Authority. 8 
Prompted by the ſame Spirit of R 

the upright Zeal of every Chriſtian will na- 
turally expreſs itſelf, as occaſion {hall offer, in 
ſealonable Admonition and Reproof. The 
Glory of God, and the Power of promoting 
the Salvation of Men, are of too great Mo- 
nent to ſubmit to the over-ruling Violence 
niv-Wof Ungodlineſs : And the more Iniquity a- 
li bounds, the more frequent, and more preſs- 
Fes are the Opportunities of applying this Re- 
Teet, to diſcountenance and reſtrain it. It is 
fte eadily to be acknowledged, that Talents are 
blen dot imparted to all alike ; and that ſome are 
x: ecaliarly deputed by their Office, for the diſ- 
it Marge of theſe Duties: But flagrant Vice may 
ce, Marely be the proper Subject of general Re- 
ertarebenſion and Diſtaſte. It ought never to 

(ature cape the general Cenſure ; leſt by a treache- | 
nl bus torbearance, it 8 firſt indifferent, 
nd pf Pen tolerable, at length reputable, and at laſt 
Mao powerful for Oppoſition. Where then is 
iro | C the 


ſequious Fawning be indulged to the Counte. 
under that Diſguiſe will plead for its Impuni. 


Initiated into the Myſteries of the Goſpel of 


of an unfaithful Heart, what are they to look 


ſpel, which He hath heard. The ſtrong En 
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the Juſt Efteem and Value for true Religion) 


How fs ths Dignity and Reputation of it to 


be ſupported, if any Tenderneſs, if any ob. 


nance of impietyꝰ If Men will officiouſſy un. 
dertake to palliate the Malignity of it, and 


ty, vain is the Boaſt of ſuch deceitful Work. 
ers, that they are called to the Profeſſion, and 


Chrift. Heaven and Earth will teſtify againf - 
them: = Curſed iñ he that doeth the Work of th 
Lord deceitfully. And, as an obvious Reward 


for here, but the Curſe of univerſal Scorn and 
Contempt; the Mockery of the profligate Li 
bertine; the Deteſtation of every Man of Pro- 
bity and Virtue ? 
Again; Under the Protection of the {anc 
Aſſurance in the Excellency of his Profeflion ll 
the Diſciple of Chriſt will experience ever 
Motive to continue in the Faith, grounded au 
ſettled; and will diſappoint every Alluremen 
to move him away from the Hope of the Ot 


dences of his Faith, the fayour of God, th 
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Jer. 48. 10. 
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conſolation of Divine Aſſiſtance, and the Peace 
of his own Mind, are the Security of his Per- 
ſeverance, and Stedfaſtneſs to the Truth; a 
Jecurity, to obviate every Struggle of Diſtruſt 

or Heſitation, every plauſible diſguiſe of Er- 
vr, every virulent Stroke of Ridicule, every 
Sting of Scorn and Contempt, of temporary 
. Diſtreſs and Tribulation. The wavering Theo- 
90 4 hath no fix d foundation, whereon to reſt 
As wandring Steps. Halting betwixt a Variety 
1 of Opinions, He ſtands firm in none; a Prey 
to all, in their turns; a Proſelyte to nothing, 
but the preſent Moment: Till at length after 
ſarious Struggles and Rotations, (if He fixes 
it all) Infidelity has the faireſt Chance to ſe- 
ure in him the Credit of a Diſciple: And 
hat for this Reaſon, becauſe the moſt agree- 
e to the Suggeſtions of his unſtable Soul, 

Int takes Delight in Uncertainty ; that loves 
o wander in the infinite Mazes of Confuſion ; 
nd dreads nothing more, than to be ſhut up 
[thin a final Determination of his Purſuits. 


4 an ; : 
emelt ut if ſacred Truth be within the Reach of 
« Oo uman Capacity; if Reaſon, if Revelation, if 

K Influence of a Divine Concurrence can 


duct us to it, if they have once inſtated us 
the Poſſeſſion of it, it is not wantonly to 
rejected for eyery Novel Conceit, which 
either 
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either prejudice or Pride would impoſe upon 
us. As the Diſcovery of Truth was the End 
of the Goſpel, ſo is it the Doctrine of the ſame 


Faith without wavering : And b if any Man 
frag back, My ſoul ſball have no pleaſure in 
. RIES ©: | 
Laſtly; and in conſequence of this ted. IM, 
faſt Adherence to the Cauſe of Truth, the 
Power of Chriſtian Confidence will ſhew it., 
ſelf, in a reſolute, prepar d Diſpoſition of f 
Mind, to ſuffer the Loſs of all things, rather N « 
than ingloriouſly to ſtart from it, in times of if c 
Danger and Perſecution. This was eminently Wi -; 
the Caſe of Primitive Chriſtianity. Nor a 2 
the Adverſaries of Religion ſo entirely fub-W ; 
verted, as to render the Doctrine in theſe h- 
ter Ages, obſolete or unneceſſary. But a M of 
dern Charge of Folly and Indiſcretion havig 17 
been boldly darted againſt the Primitive Mo ly 
tyre, and the great Duty of Self-Preſervat" bo 
advanced in the room of, and preferrd u 
the Duty of ſuffering for Chriſt's ſake; Ou He 
Concern is this Caſe might be abſolutely "I ft 
moved, while we are taught to aiſtruſt our lu of 
vittion, when Matters are come to ſuch AW (i 


4 Heb. 10. 23. bv 38. 
| and 
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and, that the ſtr ongeſt Operations of our Reaſon 


| can never point out Truth to us, in a light glar- 
int and forcible enough, to furniſh ſuch an Ex- 
beriment, as that of Martyrdom. 5 

n But how oppoſite is this flattering Scheme 


to the whole Import and Tenour of the Go- 
ſpel? To the Example of the great a Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith; Who for the Foy that 
he WY was ſer before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing 
i. the Shame : To the Predictions of thoſe Sut- 
ot ferings, which the Faith of his Diſciples ſhould Z 
net i expoſe them to: To the Happineſs pronoun- 
off ced upon thoſe, b who ſhould ſuffer for Right- 
"tly WY eouſneſs ſake : To the Precaution urged upon 
arc A all Chriſtians, < as Chriſt had ſuffer d for them 
ſub I in the Fleſp, to arm themſelves likewiſe with the 
lat ſame Mind: To the Honour and Reputation 
Me of their Profeſſion ; 4 HF any Man ſuffer as a 
nine Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed : And final- 
M, To the Glory of God, which they are ex- 

au corted to aſcribe to Him, on this behalf > 

0 088 And further; Is it Folly, to prefer the 
Hopes of Life and Immortality, under the 
trongeſt moral Conviction, to the proſpect 
of any thing this World can afford? Is it In- 


lſcretion, under a fixed and well-grounded 


« Heb, 12.2, 5 Mat. 5.10, c Pet. 4. 1. d v.16. 
Con- 
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ſake of a Reward infinite and eternal? The 


our Choice, from a juſt Compariſon of things 


1 221 
Confidence, to forgoe the preſent Eaſe and 


Conveniences of Life, to adventure upon Dif. 
ficulties, and to encounter Dangers, for the 


Reaſon of Mankind, in the common Courſe 
of human Proceedings, inſtructs us to direct 


and Circumſtances, to that which appears the 


moſt eligible ; even tho' the final Prize be of | 
infinitely leſs Value, than it is here, and the : 
1ucceſs of our Choice infinitely, more preca- F 
rious. ne t. 
And beſides all this, How ſhall the timo- 
rous Chriſtian, who faints in the Day of Ad. 4 
verſity, and then firſt begins to be offended, Wi 
when the ſtorm of Tribulation and Perſecution « ar 
riſeth becauſe of the Ward, elude the Imputation Wn, 
of, or eſcape the Vengeance due to the baſet Ws: 
Falſhood and Hypocriſy ? Seaſons of the great- of 
eſt Danger are the Seaſons of Exerting the Wi; 
moſt elevated Strains of Religious, as well * WW, 
civil Loyalty. When God calls us to the I 
of Suffering, He calls us to the ſtricteſt Trias {ſter 
of our Obedience. If We ſtand the Teſt, e Wiſh 
make full proof of our Integrity. If We fall i 
away, We violate our paſt Pretenſions; Ve Lot 


expoſe the Inſincerity of a deceitful and tem 


poriſing Heart. The World is Witneſs, * 
| ol 


[ 23 | 
| our Profeflions have been no other, than the 
Arts of Diſfimulation ; And God is Witneſs, 
and will pronounce as Judge, that We have 
| incurred the Sentence of e and Un- 
believers. 

Thus 1 have enquired into the moſt ma- 
terial Grounds of a Chriſtian's Confidence in 
e the Goſpel, with the proper Manner of exert- 
of ing the Influence of it. The Application of 
nc this Diſcourſe will regard the Preachers in 
a- WF particular, and, in general, Every Profeſſor of 

| the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

10- WF In this behalf, We cannot, with the great 
4. Apoſtle, but magnify our Office ; knowing that 
eds ve are ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel. If We 
16 Ware filent, when the Cauſe of ' Chriſt is ex- 
aon poled to Adverſaries on every fide; to the 
ell Wi Scorn of profeſt Infidelity, and the blind Zeal 
ea. of corrupted Chriſtianity ; If We hide our ſelves 
the is ſecret places; If We come not forth zo 
e Help of the Lord againſt the Mighty; If 

Syneſs betrays us into Caution; If Dangers 
ria Wiiterrify us into Indifference ; How do We an- 
ever the Characters We are inveſted with, as 
e fl faithful Watchmen, as Lights in the World, as 
We Labourers together with God? It is Our Cal- 
tem. ing, to a 90 up into the Os; to make 2 the 


that. 
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Hedge 


all a Ezck. I 3: 7. 
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Hedge for the Houſe of Iſrael, to ſtand in the 
Battle in the Day of the Lord. It is Our pro. 
feſſion, to ſtem the Torrent of Impiety, on 
the one hand, and of Superſtition, on the o. 
ther; to be inſtant, in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, 
to confirm the Souls of the Di ſciples, and ex. 
hort them to continue in the Faith; in nothiy 
terrified by our Adverſaries, which 1s to them m 
evident token of Perdition, but to Us of Salus 
tion, and that of God. 5 
_ Herein then conſiſts the Charge of the Chi. 
ſtian Miniſtry, when the Church of Chriſt i 
expoſed to Danger and Temptation; to wat i 
For the Souls of their reſpective Flocks, as thy 
that muſt give Account: To collect the by: 
dences of their moſt Holy Faith, with tht 
ſtricteſt Uprightneſs and Integrity; To di 
play them in their native Purity; To incu 
cate them with a becoming Zeal : To entord 
thoſe Doctrines in a more lively manner, whid 
have the ſtrongeſt Tendency to invigorate at 
embolden the drooping Heart, 20 comfort il 
feeble minded, to ſupport the weak ; To ſet then 
ſelves the Example of what they preach ' 
others; To lay hold of every Opportuni 
for Reproof, Rebuke and Exhortation; To ſtan 
immoveable to the Efforts of Oppoſition; 


And, if God, for the puniſhment of a fi 


[ uf ] 


people, and for the Glory of his Divine Ju- 
| tice, ſhould pleaſe to require this at their 
| hands, To ſtand in readineſs to be offer d upon 
the Sacrifice, and for the Service of that Faith, 
which comes to them ſealed with the Blood 
| of Chriſt, teſtified and confirmed by the Blood 
„ot Martyrs. 94880 
on the other hand, ſhould We be deficient 
in the Duties of our Function, aſhamed of that ' 
Goſpel we have undertaken to maintain, How 
ball the People ſtand the ſhock, forſaken by 
11 their Guides, expoſed as a Prey to the merci- 
Wick Ravager, deſtitute, afflicted, tormented 2 Will 
not God require them at our Hands? Will not 
very Fugitive enhance the Guilt of a negli- 
gent unfaithful Paſtor ? 


if the early Rudiments of Religion and 
no. ertue, inſtilled with prudent Diſcipline, and 


lupported by the moſt uſeful Improvements 
pf Human Learning, be of any Advantage to 
e Cauſe of Chriſt, We have Reaſon zo be 


forts 
which 


nd 
"I er ſwaded better things of theſe Repoſitories 
a f found Doctrine, tho We thus ſpeak. From 


ence the Church of Chriſt having received 
therto a full ſupply of able and ſtrenuous 
Wocates for the Faith, While theſe Foun- 
ns remain uncortupt, (which God preſerve 
lateſt Poſterity ) the remoteſt Corners of 

| - the 
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the Land may perpetually hope to be refreſud 
and animated with the pure and living Vater 
of Salvation. ; 

For, tis thro' theſe Channels, that the Do. 
| Atrine of the Apoſtle is tranſmitted alſo to 
every Profeſſor of the Goſpel of Chriſt; Whill 
the fincere Believer reads and tranſcribes his 
1 cov Duty from the exemplary Zeal and Coy. 
l rage of his Paſtor, till He becomes himſelf i 
= good Soldier of Feſus Chriſt. And Happy in. 
deed is every Chriſtian, whoſe Heart is ff. 
bliſh'd, and will not ſhrink from Danger; ſta 
bliſh'd in the ſureſt Principles, the Evidence i 
of his Profeſſion, and the Efficacy of its Do 
Ctrines ; and in the conſtant Exerciſe of ever) 
Duty, which is capable of expreſſing his Ad. 
| herence to the Truth; Happy, from the con 
ſcious Voice of his own Integrity; Happy, it 
being the glorious Inſtrument of Encourage ne 
ment and Conſolation to his Fellow-Labout 
ers; Happy, in the never-ceafing Reflection 
on the ſure Reward of his Conſtancy. 
But, to bring the Application ſtill neatet 
What, in the dreadful Circumſtances of a 
actual Rebellion at home, and a threatned I. 
vaſion from abroad, in favour of a Pretend 
to the Throne, by Birth, by Education, by 
clination, by Dependencies, an Advocate 0 
| 2 off 
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every branch of Popiſh Tyranny and Superſti- 
tion; What, in theſe Circumſtances, can pre- 
vent the utter Extinction of that glorious 
0 W Light, which the Providence of God hath fo 
to often, and ſo wonderfully preſerved to Us hi- 


therto, but, under the Guidance of the ſame 
Providence, a firm and unanimous Reſolution 
Jof all degrees of Men, to adorn it by a pa- 
tient Continuance in Mell. doing, to rejoice in 
its Influence, and to engage boldly” 1 in its De- 
fence? 

It is one common Intereſt, which invites 
Jus to theſe Duties, under the preſent Ap- 
prehenſions of impending Danger from an 
Enemy to our Religion, our Property, and our 
Las; and is therefore to be purſued with 
united Vigor : It 1s the Cauſe of Chriſt, which 
requires our moſt fincere and intimate Attach- 
ment: It is the Honour and Reputation, it is 
he Being of our Eſtabl:ſh'd Church; the Stan- 
lard of pure and primitive Chriſtianity : It is 
the Dignity and Support of the Defender of our 
Fath; the only Guardian, under God, of Re- 
Leious and Civil Liberty; our only Hope and 


hecurity for the Continuance of theſe Bleſſings ä 
o future Generations. 


1 ſhall 


[ 28 |] 
I ſhall therefore conclude with the Exhor. 
tation of the Apoſtle ; * Finally, my Brethr, 
be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of hi 
Might. * Take unto You the whole Armour of 
God, that Ye may be able to withſtand in the cuil 
day, and having done all to ſtand. And th 
God of all Grace, who hath called us unto hi 
eternal Glory, by Chriſt Feſus, — make You pe. 
feet, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle You, 
4To Him be Glory and Dominion, for ever ani 
ever. Amen. 


98 ; l h | 
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